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The R&B Pioneers Series:   find them all at    The Great R&B - files Created by Claus Röhnisch  

http://www.rhythm -and -blues.info  
 
 
The R&B Pioneers Series xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx  xxx l    

Top Rhythm  & Blues Records   -  The Top R&B Hits  of of 30  classic years of Rhythm & Blues   

THE Blues Giants of the 1950s   -  Twelve Great Legends    

TH E Top Ten Vocal Groups of the Golden 50s  ï Rhythm & Blues Harmony   

Ten S epia Super Stars of Rock ónô Roll  -  Idols Ma king Music History   

Transition from Rhythm to Soul : Twelve Original Soul Icons   

The True R&B Pioneers  -  Twelve Hit -Makers from the Early Years   

Predecessors of the Soul Explosion in the 1960s   -  Twelve Famous Favorites   

The R&B Pioneers Series: The Top 30 Favorites   

Clyde  McPhatter ï the Original Soul Star   

The John Lee Hooker Session Discography   with Year By Year -Recap   

Those Hoodlum Friends ï THE COASTERS   

The Clown Princes of Rock and Roll : The Coasters   

 
 

 
Introduction                                              

 
In the R&B Pioneer a series a total of 68 great Sepia artists from the early years of Rhythm and Blues are presented. Interesting nu mber, 68, by the 

way ï the original R&B/Soul Era could be tagged 1948 -1968. We have covered Giant Blues Exponen ts, Intriguing Harmony Groups of the 1950s, 
Super Stars of Rock ónô Roll, the first and Original Soul Icons, and the True and very early Pioneers of Rhythm & Blues. This then is (most probably) 

the last  volume in the series.  The volumes before this have co vered performers, who started their career s in the late 1930s, in the 1940 s, and in the 

early 1950s. This volume covers artists, who were exponents of the Soul Explosion in the 1960 s (although several of them had  started their careers 

already in the late 1 950s). Many of the performers presented here  are probably more familiar with the reader, than most of the ones presented in 
earlier volumes. At least four original Soul Icons could have been included here (but they have already been presented in earlier vo lumes ) -  thinking 

of  four super stars, who truly are predecessors of the Soul Explosion in the 1960s: Ray Charles, James Brown, Etta James ï and certainly Ike & Tina 

Turner (a nd of course Clyde, Sam, and Jackie ) . More great idols, representing the Soul Exp losion, could have placed here ï for example Ben E. King, 

Arthur Alexander, Ernie K -Doe, Sam & Dave, and the greatest of them all, the Supremes and Stevie Wonder. And  there are several more , including 
the original Impressionsô members Butler and Mayfield. The last twelve  of the 68 R&B Pioneers presented in this volume are, in the mind of the 

editor of this work, the most interesting predecessors of the Soul Explosio n. Half of them are solo super stars, the other half are the great vocal 

groups of the 1960s.  The twelve exponents  represent the Windy Cityôs bluesy Northern Soul, the Big Soul of the Big Apple, the ñwhitenedò 

mainstream Motown Sound of Hitsville, U.S.A., and the ñdown -home ò Southern Soul of Soulsville, U.S.A. and Alabama. You may note that some o f 

the very early R&B cent ers , especially Los Angeles and New Orleans, are missing. R&B had ñmovedò. Below are listed the number of Top 3 (with Top 
10) R&B Hits through the artistsô whole careers; and the number of Top 10 Pop Hi ts.  

                                                                                                                                                               

Claus Röhnisch ï updated March 2016  
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-  presented by Claus Röhnisch  

 
 

 

                                                                                            R&B Top3  (Top10)  PopTop 10     Page                                   Read more  
  

19 55  Joe Tex  6 (12 ) 3 7  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joe_Tex  

1956  Solomon Burke  4 (9 )  - 1 2  http://www.thekingsolomonburke.com/  

1960  Wilson Pickett  8 (19)  2 15  http:// wilsonpickett.com  

1960  Otis Redding  1 (13 ) 1 1 8   http://www.otisredding.com/70intro/intro.html  

19 60  Aretha Franklin  31  (52)  17  2 2  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aretha_Franklin  
19 61  Marvin Gaye   25  (38 )  18   2 3  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marvin_gaye  

19 55 The Dells  4 (11 ) 2 31  http://www.themightydells.com/index.html  
195 6 The Isley Brothers  15 (27 ) 3 31  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Isley_Brothers  

195 6 Four Tops  9 (24 ) 7 3 2  http://www.thefourtopsoriginal.com/  

195 8 The Impressions   16  (21 ) 3 3 2  http://w ww.the - impressions.com/live/  

195 8 The Miracles  10  (26 ) 7 3 7  http://theoriginalmiracles.net/  

19 61 The Temptations  28  (44 ) 16  37    http://www.thetemptations.com/

  
 

 
 

http://www.rhythm-and-blues.info/
http://www.otisredding.com/70intro/intro.html
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This could have been the 
 ñReal Soul Clan Quartetò 
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HIP-O-SELECT ï the great program        

 
 
  
 
 

 
James Brown: The Singles: The Federal Years: 1956-1960, the first in a  

11 volumes 2CD-sets (featuring all of James original singles  1956-1981. 
 

      
Four Tops: 50th Anniversary: The Singles Collection 1964-1972; Marvin Gaye: Trouble Man: 40

th
 Anniversary Expanded Edition;: 

Muddy Waters: You Shook Me ï The Chess Masters Volum Three ï 1958-1963. 
 
 

   
 

Bo Diddley: the great Bo Diddley anthologies 1955-58, 1959-69, and 1960-61. 
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Original Album Series ï Rhino/Warner 2009 

Below are pictured just some of the great CDs in the series which could interest readers of this publication. Each CD contains five original LPs in great new digibox covers. 
 

   
 

   
 

   
 

    
Center and f ar right:  Atlantic Soul Legends : 20 Original Albums From The Iconic Atlantic Label [Box set]   issued October 2012. 20  original albums recorded 

betwe en 1959 and 1975 on the legendary soul label A tlantic, including Ray Charles, Aretha Franklin, Otis Redding, Wilson Pickett and Solomon Burkeós masterpieces, the classic 
Stax/Volt recordings by Booker T. & The M.G.ôs, Rufus Thomas, Sam and Dave, Eddie Floyd and Ben E. King, Percy Sledge, Don Covay and  Donny Hathawayôs legendary LPs. Also 
includes material previously unreleased on CD.  

 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/images/B003U7RP80/ref=dp_image_0?ie=UTF8&n=229816&s=music
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/images/B003097A9W/ref=dp_image_0?ie=UTF8&n=229816&s=music
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/images/B003097AAG/ref=dp_image_0?ie=UTF8&n=229816&s=music
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/images/B0030Y10ZC/ref=dp_image_0?ie=UTF8&n=229816&s=music
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/images/B003U7RP7Q/ref=dp_image_0?ie=UTF8&n=229816&s=music
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/images/B003097BB4/ref=dp_image_0?ie=UTF8&n=229816&s=music
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/images/B003097BAA/ref=dp_image_0?ie=UTF8&n=229816&s=music
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/images/B003097BAA/ref=dp_otherviews_1?ie=UTF8&s=music&img=1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/images/B003097BAK/ref=dp_image_0?ie=UTF8&n=229816&s=music
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/images/B008I00E14/ref=dp_image_z_0?ie=UTF8&n=229816&s=music
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ñTHE ORIGINAL RAPPERò 
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JOE TEX  
 

 

          
 

"The Original Rapper" - Underrated but prominent entertainer and 
down south country influenced soul ballad and humor-laced dance 
blues singer with wild and frantic stage shows. Sang with local 
gospel groups and won a talent and recording contract at the 
Apollo in 1954. Produced by Buddy Killen from 1961 (who turned to 
Rick Hall´s famous Muscle Shoals studios in 1964). Tex moved to 
Baytown aged five and later Houston, came to New York in 1955 
and later worked in New Orleans, Detroit (1960), Nashville (1961), 
Muscle Shoals, Alabama and Memphis. Some notable members of 
his qualitative stage show (and session musicians): Lee Royal 
Hadley, gtr; Clyde Williams, dms; and Eldee Williams, tenor sax/ 
arranger (from James Brownôs orchestra). Tex converted to Muslim 
faith and changed his name to Joseph Hazzies in July, 1972. 
Important member of Atlantic´s Soul Clan. Nominated for the Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame four times, but not yet inducted.. 
 

Born: Joseph Arrington, Jr. August 8, 1933, Rogers, Texas. 
Died of heart attack August 12, 1982, Navasota, Texas. 
First recordings: NYC 1955 Davy You Upset My Home for King. 
Records for: King 55-57, Ace 58-59, Anna 60-61, Dial/London 61-

64, Dial/Atlantic 64-71, Dial/Mercury 71-76, Epic 1977. 

 

  
 

Essential CD: 
25 All-Time Greatest Hits ï Varese 66101 (2000) or 
The Very Best of .. Rhino 72565 (1996), 398716 (2008) 
The editor´s choise: The Very Best of - Charly CD 133 (1988) 
For Collectors: First in the Dial - Shout/Cherry Red CD 47 - 25 
great pre-Atlantic Dial recordings 1961-1964 (2008) - and get the 
next three Shout CDs too, filled with the singles! (2010-2011) 
Get Way Back - The 1950's Recordings - Ace CDCHD 1197 (2008) 
 

R&B Top 10 Hits: (12 of 26 Top 40) 
1965  Hold What You´ve Got   #1 for 2w, P#5 (issued Nov 64) 
1965  You Got What It Takes  #10 
1965  I Want To (Do Everything For You)  #1 for 3w, P#23 
1965  A Sweet Woman Like You   #1 for 1w, P#29 
1966  The Love You Save (May Be Your Own)  #2 
1966  S.Y.S.L.J.F.M. (The Letter Song)  #9, P#39 
1966  I Believe I´m Gonna Maket It  #8 
1967  Skinny Legs And All   #2, P#10 
1968  Men Are Gettin´ Scarce  #7, P#33 
1969  Buying A Book  #10 
1972  I Gotcha   #1 for 1w, P#2 
1977  Ain´t Gonna Bump No More   #7, P#12 
 

  
 

More Funky And Soulful Ones: 
1956  Another Woman´s Man 
1961  Baby You´re Right 
1965  One Monkey Don´t Stop No Show #20 
1966  I´ve Got To Do It A Little Bit Better 
1967  Show Me  #24, P#35 
1967  Woman Like That, Yeah  #24 
1967  A Woman´s Hands  #24 
1968  I'll Never Do You Wrong  #26 
1968  That's Your Baby   
1973  Woman Stealer 
 

Joe Tex   -  Pre-Dial singles discography 
New York 
King 4840 - Come In This House / Davy, You Upset My Home ï 1955 
King 4884 - My Biggest Mistake / Right Back To My Arms ï 1956 
King 4911 - She's Mine / I Had To Come Back To You ï 1956 
King 4980 - Get Way Back / Pneumonia ï 1956 
King 5064 - I Want To Have A Talk With You / Ain't Nobody's Business - 1957  
New Orleans 
Ace 544 - Cut It Out / Just For You And Me ï 1958 
Ace 547 - Teenage Rock (Instrumental) / Open The Door - 1958 
Ace 550 - You Little Baby Face Thing / Mother's Advice ï 1958 
Ace 559 - Charlie Brown Got Expelled / Blessed Are These Tears ï 1959 
Ace 572 - Don't Hold It Against Me / Yum, Yum, Yum ï 1959 
Ace 591 - Boys Will Be Boys / Grannie Stole The Show - 1960  
Detroit / New York or Chicago 

Anna 1119 - All I Could Do Was Cry (Part 1) / (Part 2) - 1960  
Anna 1124 - I'll Never Break Your Heart (Part 1) / (Part 2) ï 1960 
Jalynne 105 - Goodbye My Love / Wicked Woman - 1960  
Anna 1128 - Baby, You're Right / Ain't It A Mess ï 1961 
Note: There were some more singles released from these sessions after Joeôs 
contract with Dial in 1961. 

 

       

http://images.uulyrics.com/cover/j/joe-tex/album-joe-tex-25-all-time-greatest-hits.jpg
http://images.uulyrics.com/cover/j/joe-tex/album-the-very-best-of-joe-tex.jpg
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JOE TEX ï His LPs 1965-1985 plus some great CD Compilations 
 

 

      
Hold What Youôve Got ï 8106 (1965), The New Boss ï 8115 (1965), The Love You Save ï 8124 (1966), Iôve Got To Do A Little Better ï SD 8133 (1966), The Best of Joe Tex ï 8144 (1967) 

 

       
Live And Lively ï SD 8156 (1968), Soul Country ï SD 8187 (1968), Happy Soul ï SD 8211 (1969), Buying A Book ï SD 8231 (1969), Joe Tex Sings with Strings and Things ï SD 8254 (1970), 

  

      
From The Roots Came The Rapper ï SD 8292 (1972), I Gotcha ï Dial DL 6002 (1972), Joe Tex Spills The Beans ï Dial DL 6004 (1973), 

He Who Is Without Funk Cast the First Stone ï Dial DL 6100 (1979),  The History of Joe Tex ï Pride PRD-0020 (1973 ï Ace US recordings) 
 

        
Bumps And Bruises ï Epic PE 34666 (1977), Rub Down ï Epic 82481 (1978), J.T.ôs Funk ï Accord SN- 7174 (1982 budget reissue?), The Best of Joe Tex ïAtlantic 81278 (1985), 

I Believe Iôm Gonna Make It: The Best of Joe Tex 1964-1972  - Rhino RNLP-70191 (1988) 
   

 

           
DIAL  - First on the Dial: Early Singles and Rare Gems 1961-1964 ï Shout 47 (2008), The Singles Aôs and Bôs: Volumes 1-3 (64-66, 67-69, 69-72) ï Shout 64, 67, 72 (2010-2011) 

 

                    
The Early Years ï R&B CD 1001 (ca 2000 27)  Youôre Right ï Kent 117 (2000), Get Way Back: The 1950s Recordings ï Ace UK CD 1197 (2008).  

 

http://www.discogs.com/viewimages?release=953851
http://www.discogs.com/viewimages?release=1574233
http://images.hhv.de/catalog/detail_big/00044/44493.jpg
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Original Soul Icons - pre of the Predecessors                 (James, Clyde, Ray, Sam, and Jackie) 

 
 

 
 

    
 

   
        


