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Two great òreferenceò books on Doo-Wop: 
 
The Doo-Wop Decades, 1945-1965 
by B. Lee Cooper and Frank W, Hoffman 
CSIPP, US 2017 
 
The Top 1000 Doo-Wop Songs 
by Anthony Gribin and Matthew Schiff 
Ttgpress, 2014 
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In troduction                                                                                     

 
 
Of all the countless (and mostly black) vocal groups, who gave  us that exciting and wonderful harmony singing in the 

1950s, I have sele cted ten outstanding pioneer R&B groups. Two of them represent  the 1930s and 1940s ñchurchò ballad s 

and jazz roots,  at least  two gospel - influenced groups can be tagged  fore - runners  of ñsoulò, two represent the later defined 

ñdoo-wopò style ( coupled with ju mp origins) , two groups went top pop  (well, actually three) , and two can truly be called 
rock ônô roll groups. Some of your absolut e favo rites may be missing (there sure are others ï the Ravens, Orioles, Larks, 

Hollywood Flames, Robins, Swallows, Five Keys , Harptones, Spaniels, Dells, Flairs, Penguins, Cadets /Jacks , Valentines, 

Five Satins , Falcons, Jayhawks/Vibrations  ï to name a few ). A terrific introduction essay on the rise of vocal group 

harmony is written by Pete r Grendysa for ñThe Drifters Boxò (Rhino, 1996), and Bob Hyde compiled the (probably best) 

vocal group Box set in 1993 ï ñThe Doo Wop Boxò (Rhino 71463). The groups presented in ñTHE  Top Tenò are -  in the 

mind of the editor of th is work ï the definitive giants  of quartet/quintet singing . You wi ll (hopefully among  many other 
surprises) find out that almos t all of the groups multi plie d (with constant judicial row) as soon as the hits dried out -  a 

t rend that had started already with the I nk Spots  (and later video )  in 1952 . The stories  here concentrate on the original 

groups  and their recordings .  

 

Thank you Marv Go ldberg, Todd Baptista, Peter Grendysa, Jim Dawson, Bill Dahl, Stev e Propes, Galen Gart, Billy Vera, Jay 

Warner, Tony Rounce, Barry Hansen, George Moonogian, Bob Hyde, Mitch Rosalsky, Bob McGrath, Victor Pearlin, Bruce 
Eder, Bob Fisher, Peter Burns, Paul Watts, Joel Whitburn, and all others who have contributed to let us  know more about 

the fascinating world of vocal groups.  Below youôll find the total number of R&B Top 3 (and Top 10) Hits for  each group, 

plus their number of Pop Top 10 Hits.  
  
Please note  

that the years span in parentheses after a singer are approximate m embership periods . Also note that the R&B chartings are 

presented without prefix and that some hits, peaking below the R&B Top 10, may not be listed, although the number of R&B Top 40 
Hits is presented. Top 20 Pop Hits are marked P1 etc.  The total of 25 #1  R&B Hits  the groups have mustered are noted with the 

date (month/day) they first peaked. The chart data is from Joel Whitburnôs ñHot R&B Songsò (2010), ñThe Billboard Book of Top 40 

R&B and Hip -Hop Hits" (2006), ñThe Billboard Book of Top 40 Hitsò (2004), and ñTop R&B Singlesò (1988). I have entere d the initials 

of some of the songsô lead singers (especially when the singer is not presented as lead) . Records could be issued featuring leads, 

who long before had left the group.  The Jasmine 2CD -sets (plus som e more) are British  ñpublic domainò CDs ï most of the  others 
presented here are legal, regular U.S. or European issues.  As a special feature a complete Robins Discography is added  at the end .                                                                               
  

                                                   Claus Röhnisch    ( updated May  16 , 2018 )    Click on / touch artists below for link to youtube        

                                                          

                                                                                               

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

THE  Top  Ten Vocal Groups of the Golden ó50s  
Rhythm and Blues Harmony  

-  presented by Claus Röhnisch  
w ith special thanks to Marv Goldberg and Todd Baptista  

 
 

                                     R&B Top  3   (Top 10)   PopTop10  Pag e                                  Read more  
 

1950  The Dominoes  4 (12)    -  4  http://www.uncamarvy.com/Dominoes/dom01.html  

1951  The Clovers  10  (19)  -  6  http://www.uncamarvy. com/Clovers/clovers1.html  

1952  The ñ5ò Royales 2 (7)  -  10  http://www.soul -patrol.com/soul/5royales.p df 

1953  The Midnighters  7 (14)  2 14  http://www.uncamarvy.com/Royals/royals.html  

19 53 The Flamingos  1 (2)  -  18  http://www.uncamarvy.com/Flamingos/flamingos.html  

1953  The Moonglows  1  (6)  -  19  http://www.uncamarvy.com/Moonglows/moonglows.html  

1953  The Dr ifters   (& this ) 10  (26)   5 25  http://www.uncamarvy.com/Drifters/drifters.html  

1954  The Platters  5 (13)  7 3 6  http://www.uncamarvy.com/Platters/platters.html  

1955  The Cadillacs  1 (1)  -  42  http://home.earthlink.net/~jaymar41/cadillacs.html  

195 6 The Coasters  5 (7)  6  46  http://www.rhythm -and -blues.info/04_Clownprinces.pdf  

 

 
 Read more at  

http://doo -wop.blogg.org/       and        http://www.uncamarvy.com/marvart.html    

           and  at          http://www.eonet.ne.jp/~pelican -studio/  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UC_VzbtRGr0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rvwfLe6sLis
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=billy+ward+and+the+dominoes
http://www.uncamarvy.com/Dominoes/dom01.html
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=The+Clovers
http://www.uncamarvy.com/Clovers/clovers1.html
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=The+%E2%80%9C5%E2%80%9D+Royales
http://www.soul-patrol.com/soul/5royales.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=Han+Ballard+%26+the+Midnighters
http://www.uncamarvy.com/Royals/royals.html
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=The+Flamingos
http://www.uncamarvy.com/Flamingos/flamingos.html
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=The+Moonglows
http://www.uncamarvy.com/Moonglows/moonglows.html
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=The+Drifters
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=The+Drifters+featuring+clyde+mcphatter
http://www.uncamarvy.com/Drifters/drifters.html
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=The+Platters
http://www.uncamarvy.com/Platters/platters.html
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=The+Cadillacs
http://home.earthlink.net/~jaymar41/cadillacs.html
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=The+Coasters
http://www.rhythm-and-blues.info/04_Clownprinces.pdf
http://doo-wop.blogg.org/
http://www.uncamarvy.com/marvart.html
http://www.eonet.ne.jp/~pelican-studio/
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  http://acrobatmusic.net/  Acrobat ACTRCD9035 (3CD-set) issued 2014    (fr.l:: Joe Lamont, Clyde McPhatter, Charlie White, Bill Brown, and top: Billy Ward). 

 
THE DOMINOES 

were one of the most important and influential of the vocal groups of the 1950s, bringing together the 
styles which shaped the vocal group genre from its beginnings in gospel quartets and subsequent 
development through secular doo wop to the R&B styling that was the basis for ó60s soul. Led by the 
legendary singer, writer and entrepreneur Billy Ward, the groupôs line-ups provided a stepping stone to 
solo fame for Clyde McPhatter and Jackie Wilson, both of whose voices were an essential element of 
the groupôs distinctive sound. This collection, a great-value 87-track 3-CD set, is almost certainly the 
most comprehensive to have been released, including material from the very beginning of their career 
in 1951, and encompassing the A and B sides of all their single releases for Federal, King, Jubilee, 
Decca and Liberty up to 1959. It naturally features all their hits, such as the landmark ñSixty Minute 
Manò. It also includes the two singles where they provided the backing for Little Esther (later known as 
Esther Phillips). All their fine lead vocalists are featured ï not only their leader Billy Ward, and the 
great Clyde McPhatter and Jackie Wilson, who came to fame with the group before launching solo 
careers, but also Bill Brown, Charlie White, Johnny Oliver, David McNeil, Milton Merle, Cliff Givens, 
Prentice Moreland, Milton Grayson, Gene Mumford and Monroe Powell. 

 

http://acrobatmusic.net/
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THE DOMINOES  
 

  
The Dominoes 1950-51. Photo right top: Ward, Brown, bottom: Lamont, McPhatter and White. 
 

The first successful gospel-influenced R&B vocal group - formed by 
Billy Ward, pianist /composer /arranger, with Rose Marks (died 
July, 1955) as manager and co-writer of several of their hits in New 
York City. Group originally called The Ques (no recordings), 
comprising of two singers from the Mount Lebanon Singers of 
Harlem (McPhatter and White) and two singers from the 5 
International Gospel Singers of South Carolina (Lamont and 
Brown). Won talent contest at the Apollo in 1950 and debuted on 
TV that same year as The Dominoes. Their ñSixty-Minute Manò 
(recorded December 30, 1950) was the first R&B-hit to ñcross-
overò, reaching Pop #17 (Ralph Bass producing). Group billed and 
labelled Billy Ward & His Dominoes from December, 1952 
(starting with "I´d Be Satisfied"). Lead singer Clyde McPhatter billed 
as Clyde Ward ("brother of coach Billy Ward"). The group located 
to Las Vegas and Los Angeles in 1955. 

Recording debut: 

New York November 14, 1950 Chicken Blues (BB) / Do Something 
For Me (CMP) - Federal 12001. 
Records for: 

Federal 50-55, King 53-56, Jubilee 1954, Decca 56-57, Liberty 57-
59, ABC 1960, King 1960. 

Original recording lineup: 
Clyde McPhatter, lead (50-ca April 53) born Nov 15, 1932 - died 
June 13, 1972 - who by the summer of 1953 formed The Drifters 
and soon went on to a solo career after his military service 
Charlie White, ten (50-ca September 51) left for the Checkers; and 
sang lead with the Clovers in 1953, managed by Lou Krefetz, and 
also tried his luck as solo singer 
William Joe Lamont, bar (50-53) left shortly after Clyde 
Bill Brown, bass (50-Febr 52) also left for the Checkers (replaced 
by Raymond Johnson, who did not record with the group) 
Billy Ward (real name Robert Williams), coach/pno (50-65) lead 
singer on several recordings after 1952. Ward tried to re-form the 
group several times during the late 60s without any success. Born 
in Georgia in September, 1921 - died in California February 16, 
2002. Early guitarist: Ralph Williams, and later Rene Hall. 

        
Later leads:                                              
Jackie Wilson (Sept 52-Dec 56) born Detroit June 9, 1934 - died 
January 21, 1984. Jackie did not record with the group until after 
Clyde had left. Became a  soul star (working with Berry Gordy) 
Gene Mumford (April 57- April 58) former lead of the Larks; born 
Durham, NC June 24, 1925 - died May 29, 1977 - also sang with 
various lineups of Golden Gate Quartet and Ink Spots. Gene 
replaced Stanley Mitchell (who was the original replacement for 
Wilson but did not record with the Dominoes) 
Monroe Powell (April 58-62) switched to the Ink Spots during the 
´60s. He went on to lead Buck Ramôs Las Vegas stationed Platters 
for 25 years. Future leads included besides Ward himself, Al 
Anderson, Lou Ragland and members of the Jack Halloran 
Singers. 
 

New early members: 
James Van Loan, ten (ca Sept 51-56) sang with the Ravens later 
David McNeil, bass (ca May 52-late 52) from The Larks. He left for 
the armed forces and soon joined Charlie Fuquaôs Ink Spots up to 
Fuquaôs death in 1971 (and kept that group for several further 
years). 

Johnny Oliver (Ward's valet) guest lead shortly late 1952. 
That year both Grady Chapman (soon with the Robins), and Jesse Belvin 
guested the group for at least one show in Los Angeles. 
 

New members from 1953: 
Milton Merle (real name Murill), bar (53-65) replacing Lamont 
Cliff Givens, bass (ca late 1952-59) had sung with the Ink Spots 

and with the Golden Gate Quartet 
 

1954 lineup: 
Wilson, Van Loan (later shortly replaced by Prentice 
Moreland, who also recorded with the group on 
several sessions later), and Merle, Givens, Ward. 
New member 1956-57: 
Milton Grayson, ten (repl Van Loan/Moreland) 
 

Lineup from ca April, 1958: 
Powell, Robbie Robinson, ten (soon replaced by Eddie Herring), Merle, 
Givens, and Ward 
1960:  Powell, Bruce Cloud, Merle and Ward 

 
 

Essential CD: 
Sixty Minute Men-The Best of - Rhino R2 71509 (1993) 
or: The Very Best of - Collectables COL-CD-2827 (2008) 
Best Buy: The Dominoes Collection 1951-1959 ï Acrobat 3CD ACTRCD9035 

(2014) 
Collectors' Choices: Billy Ward & His Dominoes featuring Clyde McPhatter - 

Varese CD 66551 (2004) (19 great tracks including alternates) 
and: Jackie Wilson with Billy Ward & His Dominoes - Varese CD 66553 (2004) 
(19 great tracks incl Jackieôs two first solo pre-Dominoes  recordings  
and: The Best of the 50's Masters 1957-1959 - Varese CD 66102  
(2003) (19 post King/Federal tracks) 
 

Reading: 
Clyde McPhatter ï A Biographical Essay by Colin Escott with discography by Richard 
Weize (1987) 

    

R&B Top 10 Hits: (12 of 12 Top 40) 

1951  Do Something For Me  #6 
1951  Sixty-Minute Man   14w #1  6/30 (BB) P17 

1951  I Am With You  #8 
1952  That´s What You´re Doing To Me #7 
1952  Have Mercy Baby   10w #1  6/14 
Billy Ward and his Dominoes 
1952  I´d Be Satisfied  #8 
1953  The Bells  2w #3 
1953  Pedal Pushin´ Papa  #4 (DM) 
1953  These Foolish Things Remind 
           Me Of You  #5 
1953  You Can´t Keep A Good 
           Man Down  #8 (JW) 
1953  Rags To Riches  1w #2 (JW) 
1957  Star Dust  #5 (GM)  P12 
 

Other Classics:  
1951  Chicken Blues  (BB)                     Billy Ward & His Dominoes with Jackie Wilson. 

1951  The Deacon Moves In  with Little Esther (and Charlie White) 
1951  Heart To Heart with Little Esther (and Clyde McPhatter) 
1952  When The Swallows Come Back To Capistrano 
1953  I´m Gonna Move To The Outskirts Of Town (JW) 
1956  St Therese of The Roses (JW) 
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THE MIGHTY CLOVERS 

 
 

 

 
  The Clovers in August 1956. From left: Buddy Bailey,  Billy Mitchell, Matthew McQuater,  

    Harold Lucas,  and front Harold ñJeromeò Winley and Bill Harris (gtr). 
 
   

 
 
 

 
         
 
 
 
                                        Right: In March, 1953 featuring Charlie White (Harris not imaged).  
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THE CLOVERS   
 

  
          Right top: Lucas, Bailey, McQuater; bottom; Harris and Winley. 

"The Mighty Clovers" - Pioneer group of the East Coast tradition, 
mixing blues with gospel and jazz-crooning styles - and the most 
popular R&B vocal group of the early 1950s. Formed as a trio by 
Harold Lucas in 1946 in Washington, DC with Billy Shelton 
(replaced by McQuater in 1948) and Thomas Woods (replaced by 
Winley in early 1950). The originals returned to Lucas as he 
reformed the group during the ´70s and ´80s. Became The 4 
Clovers when John Bailey joined. Manager: Lou Krefetz from 
Baltimore, who after one record for Rainbow introduced the group 
to Atlantic in late 1950 (coached by Jesse Stone). Many of the 
Clovers´ early hits were written by Ahmet Ertegun. In 1954 they 
appeared on the first Alan Freed show and in the "Showtime at the 
Apollo" TV series. Bailey entered the Army in 1952, returning in 
1954 - but his soon-to-be replacement Billy Mitchell (who had sung 
and recorded with the Joe Morris outfit) stayed with the group, now 
becoming a sextet, which toured Europe in 1958. The Clovers had 
the same members for many years (although Mitchell left for a 
short while in 1957; McQuater was out for a while in 1958). From 
the '60s several different Clovers led by Lucas and by Bailey toured 
the circuit. Harold Lucas was the first (with Billy Mitchell ï even 
recording for Atlantic). Lucas and Winley were still active during the 
late ´90s. Lately Johnny Mason led the former Harold Lucas group, 
and Harold Winley has recently formed a new Clovers group (The 
Original Clovers with their own website). 

 

Recording debut: New York City 1950 Yes Sir That´s My Baby 

/ Come Back To Me (both MM/BB/HW) - Rainbow 122. First for 
Atlantic February 22, 1951 Don´t You Know I Love You / Skylark 
(both BB) - Atlantic 934. 
Records for: 
Atlantic 51-58, Poplar 1958, UnitedArtists 59-61, Winley 61-62. 

Original recording lineup: 
John "Buddy" Bailey, lead (50-ca Aug 52, May 54-61) born 
December 27, 1931 in Washington, died February 3, 1994. Drafted 
in 1952, shortly replaced by John Phillip (only on stage, and actually joining 

before Bailey left ï soon Charlie White replaced Phillip) 

Matthew McQuater, ten (50-61) died Dec 19, 2000, aged 73 
Harold Lucas, bar (50- ) founder; born August 27, 1932 - died 
January 6, 1994. 
Harold "Jerome" Winley, bass (50-61) born in Washington. 
Later sang with a late lineup of Ink Spots for over 25 years,  Only surviving original Clover, 
active with a late lineup 

Bill Harris, gtr (50-57) born April 14, 1925 in North Carolina, died 
December 10, 1988. Was always present on records. 
 

Later members/leads: 
Charlie White (ca Feb ï Nov 1953) from the Dominoes and lead 
on the Checkersô ñFlame In My Heartò in 1952; now substituting for 
Bailey. Led the Playboys later and turned solo 
Billy ñLong-Tallò Mitchell (Dec 53-61) sang Whiteôs lead on stage 
and became sixth member when Bailey returned; born 1931 in 
Washington, DC; died November 5, 2002.  

            
 

                                

 
                             1956 with Bailey, Mitchell, McQuater, Lucas, and bottom Winley and Harris. 

Essential CDs: The Very Best of - Rhino R2 72971 (1998) 

or: Down In The Alley-The Best of - Atlantic 82312-2 (1991) 
and: The Best of - Love Potion No. 9 - UA/EMI CDP7-96336-2 (1991) 
For Collectors: The Feelinô Is Good - Jasmine 2CD JASCD 576 
(2011) (featuring 60 tracks 1950-1959 including the Poplar LP) 

Editorôs choice: 
The Clovers and The Clovers Dance Party 
- Sequel RSA CD 857 and 858 (1997) (with bonus tracks) 

R&B Top 10 Hits: (19 of 21 Top 40) 
1951  Don´t You Know I Love You   2w #1  9/1 
1951  Fool, Fool, Fool   6w #1  11/10 
1952  One Mint Julep  2w #2 
1952  Middle Of The Night  2w #3 
1952  Ting-A-Ling    1w #1  9/6 
1952  Wonder Where My Baby´s Gone  #7 
1952  Hey, Miss Fannie  1w #2 
1952  I Played The Fool  #7 
1953  Crawlin´  2w #3 
1953  Good Lovin´  4w #2 (CW) 
1953  Comin´ On  #9 (BB) 
1954  Lovey Dovey  5w #2 (CW) 
1954  Little Mama   #4 (CW) 
1954  I´ve Got My Eyes On You  #7 (CW) 
1954  Your Cash Ain´t Nothin´ But 
          Trash   #6 (BM) 
1955  Nip Sip  #10 (BB) 
1956  Devil Or Angel  3w #3 (BB) 
1956  Hey, Doll Baby  #8 (BB)  
1956  Love, Love, Love   #4 (BB 

The Very Best of The Rest:  
1954  I Confess  (CW) 
1954  Blue Velvet   #14 (BB) 
1955  In The Morning Time  (BM) 
1956  From The Bottom of My Heart (BM) 
1957  Down In The Alley 
1957  There´s No Tomorrow (BB/MMQ) 
1958  My Mother´s Eyes  (BM) 
1959  Love Potion No. 9    #23 (BM) 
1959  Stay Awhile  (BB) 
1960  Easy Loving  (BB) 
 
THE CLOVERS, vocal group  "HI-FIVE" 
1. Buddy Bailey-lead, Matthew McQuater, Harold Lucas, Harold Winley and Bill Harris, gtr 
(featuring Willis Jackson, sax) - New York, July 12, 1951: 
A 626  Fool, Fool, Fool - Atlantic 944 (#1, charted 22w total) 
2.  - New York, December 17, 1951: 
A 755  One Mint Julep - Atlantic 963 (#2, 18w 1952) 
3.  Charlie White-lead, McQuater, Lucas, Winley and Harris,gtr  (featuring Sam Taylor,sax) 
- New York March 4, 1953: 
A 1017  Good Lovin'  - Atlantic 1000 (#2, 18w) 
4.  Billy Mitchell-lead, McQuater, Lucas, Winley and Harris, gtr - New York April 16, 1954: 
A 1262  Your Cash Ain't Nothin' But Trash - Atlantic 1035 (# 6, 7w) 
5.  Mitchell-lead, Bailey, McQuater, Lucas, Winley and Harris,gtr 
- New York, June 8, 1959 (edited in Hollywood): 
2525  Love Potion No. 9 - United Artists 180 (#23, 3w) 
 

 

The Clovers ï the Original Albums 
1956   THE CLOVERS  - Atlantic LP-1248 (reissued as LP 8009) 
1958   THE CLOVERS IN CLOVER - Poplar LP-1001 (reissued on UA UAL-3033) 
1959   THE CLOVERS´ DANCE PARTY - Atlantic LP 8034  
            (reissued as LOVE BUG on Atlantic 587 162) 
1960   LOVE POTION No. 9 - United Artists UAL-3099 
1964   THE ORIGINAL LOVE POTION No. 9 - GrandPrix LP K 428 (featuring bogus tracks) 
1971   THEIR GREATEST RECORDINGS - THE EARLY YEARS  - Atco LP 33-374 
1984   FIVE COOL CATS - Edsel LP ED 126 
1985   ALL RIGHTY OH SWEETIE - Dr. Horse LP H-807 
 

1991    DOWN IN THE ALLEY - THE BEST OF - Atlantic CD 7 82312-2, reissued on Hallmark 
1991    LOVE POTION No. 9 - THE BEST OF THE CLOVERS - UA CD CDP-7-96336-2 
 

        
 

 


